
Year One 

• Children are using their phonic knowledge sounds to try and spell words 

• Children spell Y1 common exception words correctly  * 

• Children are forming letters correctly * 

• Children use finger spaces between words 

• Children use capital letters and full stops to mark sentences 

Year Two 

• Children spell Y1 and 2 common exception words correctly  * 

• Children use finger spaces, capital letters, full stops and question marks accurately 

• Children are forming letters correctly and of the appropriate size to one another 

• Children use a pre-cursive font when writing *  

• Children use conjunctions such as because, and, but, or, when in their writing 

Year Three and Year Four 

• Children’s handwriting is neat and joined 

• Children spell all KS1 year groups spellings correctly*, as well as high frequency words* and common exception words* 

• Children correctly use full stops, capital letters, question marks, exclamation marks and commas in a list 

• Children use a range of conjunctions within their writing * 

• Children begin their sentences in a variety of ways *  

• Children use amazing adjectives, adverbs, similes, personification and other descriptive devices to make their writing 
interesting 

• Children write in a consistent tense (either all present tense or all past tense) 

• Children can paragraph longer pieces of work 

Year Five and Year Six 

• Children consistently use neat and joined handwriting 

• Children spell all year group* spellings correctly, as well as high frequency words* and common exception words* 

• Children use correct capital letters, end of sentence punctuation, inverted commas, apostrophes and commas 

• Children use a range of sentence structures to make their writing interesting—short sentences, subordinate clauses, 
embedded clauses, etc.  

• Children consistently paragraph their writing 

• Children carefully consider their use of vocabulary, conjunctions*, fronted adverbials* and descriptive devices to write 
for a range of reasons. 

 

While working from home, it can be really hard for parents to know how best to guide their child with their writing. We have had 

a few questions regarding how far to guide or correct children with their writing activities, so we have created this short over-

view which shows the main development points for each year group. This can be used so children can self-mark/self-correct 

(“Have you used capital letters?” Etc) or it can be used for those children who aspire to make their writing even more amazing!  



What does it all mean?!   Glossary 

Adjective 
A word which describes a noun, e.g. shiny, fragrant. 

There was a huge, stone castle.  

Noun 
A common noun—the general name for objects (table, person, dog, etc) 

A proper noun—always start with a capital letter—the specific name for things, EG Miss Kennerley/ 

Congleton/ Buglawton Primary School/ February  

Verb 
A doing/ action word.  

The children laughed while they ran round the trim trail.  

Conjunction  
A word that joins two parts of a sentence. Co-ordinating conjunctions include ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘so’. 

Subordinating conjunctions include ‘because’, ‘if’ and ‘until’.  

Buglawton Primary is closed because of the coronavirus pandemic.  

Adverb 
A word which describes how a verb action is being carried out, e.g. noisily, very.  

The baby cried loudly. 

Simile  

Compares two things using the words ‘like’ or ‘as’  

I’m as hungry as a wolf.  

You shine bright like the sun.  

Present 
tense 

Writing that describes actions which are happening now.  

Quickly, I run towards the gate and leave the park. 

Past tense 
Writing which describes action that took place in the past.  

On Christmas Day we opened presents and ate delicious food. 

Personification 

Giving human characteristics to something non-human 

The door stood still. 

The grey clouds moaned and groaned. 

Paragraph  
A distinct section of a piece of writing, which usually has a single theme. It is indicated by starting a 

new line. We encourage children to start a new paragraph when they change  topic,  time or place. 

Subordinate 
clause 

A part of a sentence (clause) that cannot stand alone as a complete sentence, but is linked to a main 

clause using a subordinating conjunction. It does not express a complete thought, and if read on its 

own it requires additional information.  

 I take my dog to the park every day, even though sometimes it is raining. 

Embedded 
clause  

A clause used in the middle of another clause. It is usually marked by commas.  

 The man, walking along with his dog, whistled a tune to himself. 

Fronted         
adverbial  

Words or phrases used at the beginning of a sentence to describe the action that follows.                

With a happy smile, she skipped into the room.  

During the pandemic, most children learned from home.  
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